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| -ount of Jesus Christ, as given in the New 
‘Testament. 


That man, wherever born, or by what- 
ever name called, who submits to have his 
passions, propensities, and lusts, govern- 
ed, limited, or subdued, by this heavenly 
principle, this “ unspeakable gift,” in him- 
self, truly bears the cross of Christ, and 
takes his yoke upon him. To that man, 
Christ is “the resurrection and the life,” 
although he may never have heard of the 
name of Jesus; and the atonement and 
mediation of Christ is believed by him, 
and fulfilled in him. But the Christian pra- 
fessor, whatever his belief may be, or how- 
ever zealously he may contend for the 
name of Christ, and however highly he 
may profess to value the benefits of his 
outward coming, death, and sufferings— 
if he is not under the rule and government 
of this Christ within—4e crucifies “the 
Lord of glory”—Ae denies the atonement, 
mediation, and sufferings of Christ—A/e 
is ahypocrite, and an infidel. “Not ev- 
ery one that says unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that DoETH ¢he willof my Father 
which is in heaven.” Vhen ve shall be- 
gin to say, We have eaten and drunk in 
thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I 
know you not whence ye are; depart 
from me all ye workers of iniquity”— 
“ And though they say, The Lord liveth; 
surely they swear fulsely.” 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


There are no questions, we believe. 
ever agitated in Christendom, that have 
produced so much strife, contention, dis- 
union, or persecution, as those relating, 
either immediately, or connectively, to 
what is called the “ Divinity of Christ”: 
a subject but little understood, even by 
those who treat it with the utmost famili- 
arity, and make a handle of it to perse- 
cute their fellow men, or injure their re- 
ligious character. The divinity of Christ, 
in the minds of these, has an indissoluble 
connection, and elation, to an outward 
and visible existence, or subsistence, and 
to the historical account respecting it, 
found in the New Testament, or rather, 
to the construction or interpretation, 
which they give to that account, or which 
others have given before them, and which 
they implicitly adopt: and thus the foun- 
dation on which they build their faith, 
rests on history, tradition, or the opinions 
of others. 

But the true and saving knowledge of 
the divinity of Christ can be obtained, 
neither through history, nor tradition, nei- 
ther can it be communicated by “ flesh 
and blood,” but by the immediate reve- 
lation of the Spirit of God to the human 
soul: (Matt. xvi. 17.) It is not therefore 
a subject for the external, but the in¢er- 
nal senses; and he who believes and 
obeys this Christ in him, “the hepe of 
glory,” whether Christian, Mahometan, 
or Pagan, believes inthe divinity of Christ: 
and he who does not believe in this Christ, 
er professing to believe in it, at the 
same time acts in opposition to his dic- 

tates in the soul, DENIES the divinity of 
Christ, whatever he may profess or ac- 
knowledge, in regard to the historical ac- | 


IM—No. XV IF. Ss 


Those who form and carve to them- 
selves an image of the Supreme Being, or 
a Saviour, from historical or traditional 
knowledge: who /ocate them at some 
distant filace, where they imagine that 
mediation and intercession is pertormed 
on their behalf, and whose hopes of sal- 
vation rest here :~=these are SBORATERS, 


af 


LOVE. 


in the strictest sense : and “though they 
say, Che Lord liveth; surely they swear 
falsely.” 


FOR THE BEREAN. 
CONCERNING LOVE. 


God is love, and love is his nature, and 
it is in God the fulness; and ‘as it is in- 


God, it is unmeasureable every way ; the 
height, and depth, and length, and 
breadth, are past finding out; and it isa 
secret in itself, unto which no mortal eye 


which light is Christ, the only begotten of 
the Father, and with this light of Christ 
is every man enlightened that comes in- 
to the world, and with this light the sin- 
‘ner is sought, and for sin reproved; and 
that is love which doth reprove, and they 
who do not answer the reproof, do not 
answer the love of God, neither receive 
the love when it is tendered: but they 
who answer the reproof, and love the 
light which doth reprove, answer the 
love, and receive the love, and then 
with the love they are drawn to love God 
again. And so there are no people in the 
fall that first love God, until he hath 


can approach ; for it doth contain itself 
within its own perfect body, and there is 
in itself an everlasting fulness, and by its | 
own motion, and in its own pleasure, it | 
manifests itself to the sons of men univer- | 
sally, and spreads itself as an unbounded 


the body of the sea, and in its passage 
doth refresh the thirsty, and returns into 
the body of the sea again; even so itis 
with love, which in itself is a pure, per- 
fect body, containing in itself, within its 
own body, as to its own fulness, and yet is 
always sending from itself many sweet 
and pleasant streams of virtue, which re- 
fresh and water ail that are athirst 
for it, and all the streams that proceed 
from it, they have their course and pas- 
sage, and return into their own natural 
body again. And so love isin itself an 


manifested his love unto them by Jesus 
Christ; which love is certainly manifest- 
ed through Christ unto all people; which 
love being received, it draweth to itself, 
and begetteth a love to itself, whereby 


man comes to love God: not that he loved 
river, which hath its natural course from | 
| and gave his only begotten Son for him, 


God first, but that God first loved him, 


'and through his own love manifested 
in Christ Jesus, he begetteth man to 
love him again; and as man receives 
Christ Jesus in the reproof, he reccives 
the love of God, for if man do not join un- 
to Christ when he reproves him, and 
close with the tender of love in that dis- 
pensation, he is an opposer and a reject- 
er of Christ, in whom the Father’s love 
is made manifest, and so will not come to 
Christ to receive the love, and the life 
that is in him. 


incomprehensible being, and from eter- 


nitv to eternity it stands unchangeable, | 
and it is the greatest of all things, and its | 


virtue is the chiefest good; it is a foun- 


tain which abounds in largeness, and ful- | 


ness, and in freeness, it opens itself in ten- 
derness, and with its own virtue it doth 
supply the wants of all that thirst for it, 
and it gives forth a measure of itself, in 


the openings of itself, which asa stream | 


ot pure water doth reach the thirsty 


soul. And this is love in itself, which | 
disposeth of itself by measure, according | 


to its own will, and with this love God 
loves the world, and he sends his only 
begotten son into the world, that whoso- 
ever believes in him shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 

And with tais love he reaches all peo- 
ple through a manifestation of light, 


And hence it is that so many are des- 
| titute of God and Christ, and want the 

salvation, and the peace, and the virtue 
| of love, because they are more in love 
| with those things that are reproved, than 
' with that which doth reprove, and thro’ 
|| Christ does come to do the Father’s will, 
| and tender the love of the Father in him- 
{ 
| 


| self; and yet many do reject him, and 

outstand him, and prove rebellious against 
him, and though he waits to shew mercy, 
and from time to time, doth manifest his 
kindness in tendering, yet there is not a 
readiness of receiving, but rather of des- 
pising and contemning, and here he comes 
to many, but they receive him not; and 
he woos many, but they will not come 
unto him that they might have life in 
him; sodo many turn their backs upon 
' him, and with their rebellious nature 
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grieve him, and cause him to draw his 
love into his own bosom. 
lie destitute of love, though in itself it be 
large and full, and in its manifestation 
universal ; and such are miserable and 
wretched, who reject the love of God, 
which is tendered in Christ Jesus. But 
to as many as do receive him, tothem he 
gives power to become the sons of God, 
even toas many as believe in his name; 
which are born, not of flesh, nor of blood, 
nor of the will of man, but of God, (Mark) 
they that receive Christ Jesus, they come 
to be born of God, and Christ gives them 
power to become the sons of God; and 
this is a state beyond the birth of flesh 
and blood, and the will of man, for that 
birth hates the light, and loves darkness 
rather, and will not come to the light, 
lest the light should reprove its deeds: 
but they that love the light, they bring 
their deeds to the light, and they are 
manifest to be wrought in God ; and such 
grow in the love, and spring in the love, 
and are nourished with the virtue of the 
love,and the love is the babe’s consolation, 


for the babe being new born in love, it is | 
brought forth a little child filled with in- | 
nocency, and it waits for nourishment 


from the breast of love, and waits to grow 


to do the will of the Father only. 
And thus God is known to be love, 
through the measure of his love mani- 


fested and received in Christ, and all that | 


have received Christ, they have received 
the love of God, and in that love they love 
God again, and are born of God, and know 
God, and there is the true knowledge of 


God, and of his love by Jesus Christ, and | 
they that do not thus know God, they | 
have not yet received Jesus Christ, his | 


Son, and so neither know the Father, 
nor the Son, with a true knowledge, nei- 


ther dothey walk in the way of peace, | 
nor feel the virtue of the streams of love ; | 


and all such are dry and withered, and 
only please themselves with their own 


imagined way. But the birth born of love | 


drinks in the streams of pure water, and 
it knows the fountain that holds it, and it 


grows up to the enjoyment of the foun-— 


| ot blessings, and rejoices in the possession 
And so they | 


of its portion And thus to know God is 
life eternal, for all born of love, they know 
the Son, and the Son reveals the Father, 
and is the way to the Father, and they 
that have the Son, they have life, and are 
in possession of life, which can never be 
compassed by the wisest part of man, nor 
fathomed with all his wisdom, but to an 
innocent babe it is revealed; and the 
babe knows the secret, and gives thanks 
to the Father that he hid those things 
from the wise part which would have 
gained them for knowledge out of the lite, 
and this is the greatest attainment : who 
are born into it, such know the end of 
all flesh, and see faith, hope, and love re- 
main, but the greatest of all is love, and 
if love be wanting, there is nothing prefit- 
able: though a man should give all his 
goods to the poor, and his body to be 
burned, if he wants love, it profits him no- 


| thing. So that the greatest of all is love ; 


for there is the fulness known, and there 
is the inheritance sealed, and that is the 


| end unto which faith looketh, and for 


which hope hopeth in the travail; which 
being possessed and enjoyed, then the end 
of faith and hope is fully answered, and 


| the salvation of the soul is witnessed, and 
in strength through the nourishment, and | 
it hath no will to any thing, but delights | 


the heir rejoices in the fulness of his por- 
tion, which is love. 

Andhere are faith, hope, and love, brief- 
ly opened, and in themselves in one per- 
fect body united, by which in every mani- 
festation there is comfort found, accord- 
ing to measure, but the greatest of allis 
love, and in love the babe sits down, and 


| is in co-heirship with Christ, and in the 


kingdom everlasting, and in the power 
of an endless life, it possesseth the dura- 
ble riches and treasures, and is filled with 
joy and peace, and crowned with glory 
and honour for ever. 

Oh! my brethren, be not at all cast 
down ; the strength of love will blow 
over the storm, and will gather you un- 
der the shadow of its own wing, until all 
be passed over. For certainly the Lord 
is with you, and the shout of a king is 
sounded amongst you, and dreadful will 


| his appearance be unto the whole host of 
' the uncircumcised ; sealed is his counsel, 


and his decree with Abraham’s seed must 


tain, and so comes to the spring, and , 
drmks full draughts of an overflowing cup | 


stand, for he hath blessed it, and it is 
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blessed for ever, and this is his love unto 
you, who in the blessed seed hath gather- 
ed you, that he might not leave you nor 
forsake you, but in his eternal power pre- 
serve and save you, and unto the end 
keep you and reward you. 


Friends, be careful, and hurt not one 
another, for ye are brethren, and gather- 
ed in one truth to walk ; how should you 
not then love one another, and be tender- 
hearted and kind one towards another, 
and if any thing lie upon you to speak to 
one another, do it in singleness and plain- 
hess, as in the sight of God; and if a 
fault do appear, prove it in God’s wis- 
dom, and let it be freely forgiven, that 
you may make it manifest that you are 
his faithful ones, in shewing forth your 
love to him, and also unto one another ; 
for where the contrary standeth, it doeth 

more hurt amongst you than all your out- 
ward enemies can do unto you ; tor they 
can but reach the body, and afftict that, 
but the surmisings and whisperings eat 
up your life, and destroy the inner man, 
and bring God’s. pure seed into sore tra- 
vail and bondage. ‘Therefore give all 
diligence and keep to your watch that 
you may not hurt and wound one another, 
but be ready to heal and restore one ano- 
ther, and watch over one another with 
that eye out of which both the beam and 
the mote is cast, and then you will see 
clearly, and singly, and be able to discern 
rightly; and be careful after your own 

safety and preservation, and wait dili- 

gently upon the Lord God, that you may 

be kept clear in your understandings, and 
also faithful to what you do understand, 
that whilst you suffer in body by the 
cruelty of the wicked, and bear forth tes- 
timony in outward bonds unto the truth 
of God, the pure life in you may not come 
into suffering, by the working of the sub- 
tilty in begetting in you and amongst you 
hard thoughts one of another, and striving 
to be lifted up one above another. 

What a veil hath overspread you; and 
what thick darkness hath covered you 
who deny the motion of the Spirit from 


which the Scriptures were declared. 
Dit not holy men of God speak as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghest ? Did it 


them a divine inspiration, by which they 
came to know the things of God, made 


manifest in them, and from the motion 
of the Spirit, declared asit gave them ut- 
terance, and so the Scriptures came to be 
given forth, and a true record they are of 
what they were made witnesses of, whe 
had communion with the Spirit, and tast- 
ed of the Word of life; and the Scrip- 
tures are profitable where the manifesta- 
tion of the Spirit is received, and believ- 
ed in, by which the understanding is 
opened to know them, and the power of 
God, but not to set them above Christ, 
nor against him, as you are doing, who 
are yourselves departed from him, and 
yet use your tongues to speak the words 
which were declared from the motion of 
the Spirit, and set them in opposition te 
the same light and Spirit which now as 
truly moveth in the children of obedience, 
as it did in them who were made wit- 
nesses of the grace of God, and through 
the operation of the spirit did declare it. 
Therefore be not so rash in your minds 
as to call good evil, and truth a delusion, 
but sink down in God’s fear, and know 
that which is near you to reprove you in 
your ignorance, and then you will know 
there is nothing so sure as that which 
was before the world, or man, or Scrip- 
tures, were, which is that which chang- 
eth not, but is to-day as yesterday, and 
abides the same for ever. 


SELECTED. 


“ The wau of true freace and unity in 
the true church of Christ 


( Continued from p. 268 ) 


“And thus having shewed from the 
word, how all Christians and believers are 
made one by God; the next thing I shall 
aim at, is, to shew how they may continue 
one among themselves, in reference to 
that communion they have with one ano- 
ther whilst they sojourn in this world, 
flowing from former union; that so all 
darkness and mistakes, which now even 
many believers are grievously enwrapped 
in, may be dispelled and done away, and 
we may live in this pure and perfect union 


not first move Within them, and give 


with one another in Ged, making all out 


‘ward things subservient hereunto, anc 
none of them prejudicial. 

“ And to this purpose I conceive, we 
are, 

“1. To know some things: and, 

“92, To do other things: 

«“ Andbothb otherwise than yet we seem, 
either to know or do them. 

« 1, To preserve our peace we have in 
Christ, we must be instructed aright in 
the matter of the church’s government, 
because the mistake in this thingis so 
great a cause of controversy and division 
among us at this day. For if the true 
church hath its true government without |, 
any such forms and laws, and power, as is 
now so earnestly contended for, there | 
no reason we should fall out and divide for 
these things. 

“ Now the government of the church is 
two-fold. 
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xngdom. And this was a glorious gov- 
-rnment indeed, standing in God’s imme- 
diate conduct from heaven, far above alt 
| human councils, wisdom, stratagems, or 
any thing else of man’s contriving and act- 
ing: and this government of God is so far 
»eyond all human apprehensions, that ac- 
cording to this, it is said, ‘His way is in 
the sea, and his path is in the great wa- 
ters, and hts footsteps are not known.’ 

“ And is not this kind of God’s govern- 
ment of the spiritual church in the New 
Testament, every whit as wonderful and 


, glorious as was that of the visible church 


: of the Old Testament? For though the 


beginning of it was small and low in the 
world, yet did it receive increase with the 


| increase of God, and was preserved, 


“1. There is that government which | 


God exercises immediately by himself. 
And, 

“2. That government which he exer- | 
cises mediately, and by the faithful. 

«The first of these, that is, God’s im- | 
mediate government, is also two-fold : 

“1. The government of his special 
providence. 

“2. The government of his special pre- 
sence. 

‘The first sort of God’s immediate 
government of his church, is the govern- | 
ment of his special providence, and this | 
is a most strange, wonderful, and glorious 
government. This was that government | 
of God over the church of Israel, when he | 
took his own ration out of the midst of | 


another nation, by temptations, signs, won- | 


ders, by a strong hand, and a stretched- 


out arm, and great terrors; when he led | 


them through the red sea, and through | 
the wilderness, in paths that were not 
trodden; when he fed them with bread 


from heaven, and water out of the rocks; | 


when he ‘suffered no man to do came 
wrong, but reproved even kings for their 
sake ;’ and through multitudes of enemies 
and oppositions, led them into the land of 
Canaan. Thus, God ledthatchurch from 


bondage to liberty, from tribulation to 
quietness, from a sordid condition to hon- 
our and renown, from a strange land to a 


land of mheritance, and from slavery toa 


maintained and enlarged inthe world, not- 
withstanding all the rage and cruelties of 
the persecuting heathen emperors, for 


| these hundred years together; and ever 


since, God himself hath taken the conduct 
| of thischurch, and hath carried it through 
| difficulties, distresses, reproaches, prisons, 


| torments, deaths; to ease, liberty, comfort, 
, Joy, salvation, glory, life, and happiness; 
and this hath been Goa’s glorious govern- 


| 


ment, among all the troubles, confusions, 
wars, and desolations of the kingdom ; but 
God is now as near his true church as ev- 
er, and supports and comforts it, and 
| guides it asa skilful pilot, in such sort, 
| that though the floods lift up their voice 
and billows against it, yet they cannot sink 
it: for ‘the Lord on high is mightier than 
the mighty waves of the sea:’ And so 
still, even at this day, the Lord leads his 
flock through the midst of wolves and 
lions, yea, through the midst of devils, in 


| admirable and invincible safety, and gives 


them light in darkness, council in difficul- 
ties, and success in all attempts, above all 
and beyond, both all the power, and all 
the expectation of the world. 

“ Now note here, that this kind of gov- 
ernment of the church, God doth not man- 


age according to the wisdom and thoughts, 
no not of his very peopie, but whoily ac- 
cording to the council of his own will, and 
the thoughts of his own heart: doing 
things that they must not know yet, but 
must know afterwards; yea, such things 
as for the present,seem absurd, and ab- 
solutely destructive. And this is the 
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usual way and order of God’s governing 
hissaints. ThatofLuther,onGen.xxxix. 
is worth our minding here. ‘I, saith he, 
have often endeavoured to prescribe 
certain ways and methods to God, which 
he should use in the governing of his 
church. Ah Lord, said I, I would have 
this to be thus done, in this order, with 
thisevent. But God did altogether con- 
trary to what I did desire. Then again, 
thought I, why, my counsel is not differ- 
ing from the glory of God, but it will 
make much for the sanctifying of thy 
name, the gathering and increasing thy 
kingdom, the propagating the knowledge 
of thy word; and, to be brief, it isa most 
excellent and profitabledesign. But God, 
no doubt, laughed at this wisdom of mine, 
and said, Go to now, I know thee to be 
wise and learned, but this was never my 
manner, that either Peter or aztin 
{meaning himself] should teach, or form, 
or govern, or lead me. For ] am nota 
passive, but an active God, who use al- 
ways to lead, govern, form. Now, saith 
he, it is very grievous, that our wisdom 
should be only passive, and that we are 
commanded to mortify and slay it: and 
therefore, many who could not endure 
this mortification, have fallen horribly.’ 
And thus this kind of God’s government 
is wholly according to his own wisdom 
and counsel, and wholly without, yea, 
contrary to ours. Andthus we are in 
some measure acquainted with the go- 
vernment of God’s special providence 
over his church. 
«9, ‘The second sort of God’s imme- 
diate government of his church, is the gov- 
ernment of his spiritual presence, or God's 
government within us. For the right 
church is the city of God, and hath God 
in the midst of it, being built and framed, 
and that according to every part of it, by 
the Spirit, to be the habitation of God ; 
this is‘ the temple of the living God,’ as 
God hath said. and God is in it ofatruth: 
And ifany would know what this church 
is called, the name of it is, The Lord w 
there. And so the whole guiding and or- 
dering of this church depends wholly on 
God, who dwells within it. For God will 
not dwell in his own church ; and sit still, 
whilst others that are without it shall gov- 


church lies on his shoulders, who is Im- 
manuel, God with us, and in us. And so 
this government of the church, is one of 
the invisible things of God in the church: 
Christ, who fills it, governing it by a most 
present and powerful, but invisible influ- 
ence, leading it into truth, by the spirit of 
truth ; into patience, by the spirit of pa- 
tience ; into love, by the spirit of love; 
into power, by the spirit of power; into 
humility, meekness, patience, heavenly- 
mindedness, and into the fulness of all 
righteousness, by that spirit which con- 
tains all these graces in itself, and works 
them in all those,in whom it dwells. In 
this government we hear the voice behind 
us, Saying, ‘ This is the way, walk in it,’ 
when we turn either to the right, or to 
the left. In this government we have not 
outward laws to order us, as the kingdoms 
of the world have, but an inward law 
written in our hearts by the spirit of God; 
as God hath said, ‘1 will write my law in 
their hearts, and in their inward parts;’ 
and this law is the word of life: for the 
living church or body of Christ, can only 
be governed by a living word, which is 
called, ‘ the law of the Spirit of life.’ 

“ And accerding to this government al- 
so, God guides the true church wonder- 
fully, the soul not seeing the ways and 
counsels of God, whereby he forms and 
fashions the church accerding to his own 
mind and good pleasure, quite contrary to 
human reason and judgment; for he 
brings them to mourning, to bring them 
to comfort; brings them to despair, to 
bring them to faith; to death, to bring 
them to life; yea, even to hell, to bring 
them to heaven: leading his chosen peo- 
ple after such a manner, that nothing 
would follow but faith, which ‘looks not 
at the things which are seen, but the 
things which are not seen.” And thus, 
when the soul is in the midst of many fears, 
woes, agonies, temptations, till it feel in 
good earnest, the true sorrows of death, 
and pains of hell, and in this darkness sees 
no beam, nor the least glimmering of 
light; and wants all counsel, and knows 
not which way to turn itself: then Christ 
comes and manifests himself to the soul, 
an’ counsels, and directs, and comforts it ; 
and leads it into the path o life, and re- 


ern it; but the government of the right 


deems it from all distress, subduing the 
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world, and the devil, and sin, and death, | | 
and hell under it; yea, and carrying it in- 
to all the fulness a God. 


‘the true rule for believing and understand- 
| ing the scripture ; therefore not the scrip- 
ture, but the Spirit of Truth must be the 


“Now these two sorts of governments, | rule for our believing and understanding 


to wit, the one of his special providence, | 
and the other of his spiritual presence, the | 
true church never wanted in any 

And in this present age, when the prelat- | 
ica) government hath been dissolved for | 
several years together; can any Chris- | 
tian think, that the right church of Christ | 
hath been withoutall government? Nay, | 
all this while it hath been governed most 
powerfully by his special providence, and 
most sweetly by his spiritual presence ; 
So that neither the world nor the devil 
have been able to prevail neither against 
its grace nor comforts: And for an out- 
ward, formal, visible, enforced govern- 
ment, after the manner of civil corpora- 
tions, or worldly kingdoms; the true | 
church can as well want such a govern- 
ment at all times, as at any time: yea, and 
it is best without it, as being farthest re- | 
moved from the tyranny of men, and more | 
immediately under the gover nment of | 
Christ, its only king and law-giver.’ 


A DISCOURSE 


BY WILLIAM PENN. 
(Continued from fr. 270.) 


“ 0bj. If so, then how are they nota rule | 
of faith and life. 


«“ Answ. A rule, and the rule, are two | 
things. By the rule of faith and practice, | 
I understand the living, immediate, omni- 
present, discovering, ordering spirit of | 
God. And by rule, I apprehend some 
instrument, by and through which this | 
great and universal rule may convey its | 
directions. Such a subordinate, seconda- | 
ry,and declaratory rule we never said sev- | 
eral parts of scripture were not. Yet we 
confess the reason of our obedience, is not 
merely because they are there written, | 
(for that were /ega/) but because they are | 
the eternal precepts of the Spirit, in men’s 
consciences, there repeated and declared. 


them. Thus held the ancients.—Ap. 
Rob. Sand. de Regul. Cons. Prel. 4 ta. 
Sect. 31. 

“ Tertullian sath: ‘Worldly wisdom 
the Lord calls foolishness, he hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world, to the con- 
founding of philosophy ; for that is the 
matter of worldly wisdom: a Divine in- 
terpreter of the Divine nature and dispo- 
sings.’— Tertul.de Prescript. Heretic. fi. 
204. 

“ Justin Martyr in Exposit. Fid. ‘The 
interpretation of the scriptures is to be ac- 
commudated to the will of the doctrine of 
the Spirit; and not to human reasonings.’ 
— Dell. Confut. of Simpis. pr. 89.90. 

“ Hieron saith, ‘the scriptures (must 
be) opened with spiritua] exposition.’— 
Hieron. Tom. 4, 7. 

“ Eniphanius saith, ‘Only to the chil- 
dren of the Holy Ghost all the scriptures 
are plain and clear” —Dp. Jewel. fr. 532. 

“Nor were the most approved protes- 
tants of any sort, (who have been so re- 


puted in opposition to Popery) of another 
' mind. Itis the substance of the fourth 


article exhibited against the Lutherans, 


, in the council of Trent, as an erroneous 
doctrine they held: ‘ That to understand 
\ the scripture, neither gloss nor comment 


is necessary ; but only to have the spirit 
of asheep in Christ’s pasture.’—Polano. 
Histor. Counc. Tr. fr. 150. 


“ Erasmus tells us, ‘What man sets 
forth by man’s device, may be received 
by man’s wit. But the thing that is set 
forth by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
requireth an interpreter inspired with the 
f like spirit: and without the inspiration of 

it, the secrets of God cannot be known.’ 
—Erasmus on 1 Pet.i. 19. J6.on 1 Cor. 
ii. 

“ Luther gives us his mind thus: ‘ The 
scriptures are to be understood but by 
that very spirit by which they were writ- 
ten. —Luther Tom. 3 fol. 169. 

“ Peter Martyr, that famous Italian 
Protestant, teacheth us, ‘ The spirit is the 

abettor, by which we must assure our- 


It is the testimony of the Spirit which is | 


selves for understanding the scriptures 


Of the general rule of Foith and Proc- | 
tice, and judge of Controversy. 
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that thereby we must discern between 
Christ’s words, and a stranger’s ;’ quoting | 
Christs words, ‘ My sheep know my voice,’ | 
and several other places of scripture — | 
Peter Martyr Com. loc. 1. ¢. 6. 

“Again: ‘The spirit of God revealeth | 
the truth in the scriptures.’—Joid. p.2.c. | 
18. 

“H. Bullinger, Decad, 4 Serm. 8. 
* Men fetch the understanding of heavenly | 
things, and knowledge of the Holy Ghost, 
from no where else but from the same 
spirit.’ 

“ John Bradford answered tothe arch- | 
bishop of York thus: *We know the | 
Scriptures, as Christ’s sheep, by the same — 
Spirit that wrote and spake them, being 
thereby assured,’ &c. Book of Mar:yrs, 3 | 
vol. p. 298. 

“ Calvin teacheth thus in his institutes ; 
* It is necessary the same spirit that spake | 
by the mouth of the prophets, should 


i! 


! 


committed to them of God’—Calvin In- 
stit. lib. 1. cap. 8. 

“ Beza saith, ‘ That the way of under- 
standing prophecies, and referring them 


fated them tothe prophets themselves ;’ 
and more to that purpose.—Beza on 2 
Pet.i. 19. 

“ Jl. Tindal, called the Engtish apostle 
by J. Fox, saith; ‘It is impossible to un- 
derstand in the scripture more than a 
Turk, for any that hath not the law of 
God written in the heart to fulfil it’— 

‘indal’s works p. 319, and 80. 


pierce into our hearts, to persuade us, that I 
they faithfully delivered that which was | 
perspicuity and authority, 2,7, 


| 
to the right scope, must be sought or | 
fetched from the same spirit which dic- | 


the apostles 5 therefore to understand the 
scriptures in those things which are ne- 


| cessary to salvation ;? with more to that 


purpose.— Dr. Ames against Beltarm. 


ic. 5. Thes. 32. 


“ Vatablus on Job. xxxii. 8. with Dru- 
sivs Clarius and others, speak to the same 


| effect. 


“G. Cradock,a famous Independent 
preacher, preached, ‘ That the scripture 


| is a speechless thing without the spirit.’ 


G. Cradock’s Divine Drops p. 217. 

“Ch. Goad, an eminent Separatist, in 
his works styled B.D. of K. College in 
Cambridge, and an Independent pastor, 
thus taught: ‘There is no knowledge of 
Christ, nor of the scripture, but by revel- 


ation.’—C. Goad’s Refr. Drops. fi. 12. 


“« Dr. J. Owen, a man of greatest fame 


| among the present Independents, saith: 


‘The public, authentic, and infallible in- 


_terpreter of the holy scriptures, is He who 


is the author ofthem; from the breathings 
of whose spirit they derive all their verity, 


9. against Quakers. 

“So that we see, upon judgment of many 
considerable persons, the scriptures is ne 
rule for our believing and understanding 
of itself; and therefore not the rule of 
faith and practice concerning the things 
therein declared. 

“T will give a short instance in Christ’s 
words about regeneration. He taught 
(and strange it was, no doubt, to wise 
-Nicodemus,) that ‘unless a man be born 
' again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
| This is as plain a proposition as can be 


“ Bp. Jewel says thus against Harding: 
* The Spirit of God is bound neither to 
sharpness of wit, nor to abundance of | 


derstand the holy will of God, without 
special revelation. 


sealed book.’ —Jewel against Harding p. 
$32,554. 

“ Dr. Ames, a great father of the Inde- 
pendents, saith upon occasion of Beliar- 
min’s words: § Phe anointing of the Holy 
Spirit doth teach the faithful to under- 


learning; flesh and blood is not able to un- 


Without this special ‘| 
help and prompting of God’s Spirit, the | 
scripture is to the reader, be he never so ! 
wise and well learned, as the vision of a | 


stand those things which they received of ! 


_ laid down, and may be credited historical- 
‘ly. But what is that to the knowledge 
and experience of the new birth? That 
_they are never like to be informed of 
there. Nor can that scripture be my rule 
in that heavenly travail, respecting the 
many and wonderful trials and exercises 
that are to be met with in it; neither can 
any other writing whatever. This only 
is the office of that Spirit and Word im- 
mortal, by which we are begotten again. 
, What thenis my rule, to inform, order, 
' strengthen, and lead through the whole 
| Operation, but the same Spirit? Ali doc- 
| trinal scripture was experienced before 
_ written, or they had not been true wit- 
nesses who wrote it: 


i 


| 
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«“ Now that which was their rule, can 
only guide us into the same experiences; 
nor are they to be rightly known before 
experienced. ‘If any man do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine,’ (John vii. 17,) 
saith Christ. I read the history of such 
things; this savesnot. Neither can the 
history be the rule leading into the mys- 
tery. That belongs only to the Spirit, 


that searcheth out the deep things of God. } 


1Cor. ii. 10 —Consequently the Spirit, and 
not the scripture, is the rule of so believ- 
ing and living. 

“ 0d). But is not this to make void the | 
Protestant’s plea against the Papists, viz. 
That the scriptures are the rule of faith 
and practice ? 

“ Answ. No such matter. For the 
question was not, whether the Spirit of | 
Christ, or the scripture was the rule ; but, 
whether the scripture, which is God’s tra- 
dition, or popish traditions were the rule 
to measure the truth of doctrines and 
practises by? We grant that particular | 
scriptures, rightly understood, may mea- 
sure what is agreeable or disagreeable to 
them. ‘Thatis, such doctrines and prac- 
tices as are contrary to that part of scrip- 
ture, more particularly relating to our 
days, are questionable by the scripture ; 
especially since all parties pretend that 
what they say and do is according to 
scripture. Yet this concludes not the 
scripture to be the general and evangeli- 
cal rule. 

“Qj. But if God had not revealed 
those things that are in scripture, by it 
to us, how could they have been known by 
us? 

“ Answ. They were known by the 
Light and Spirit of Christ before they 
were written, (for from being written 
they are called scripture,) therefore it is 
said that the prophets ‘ searched diligent- 
ly what, and what manner of time, the 
Spirit of Christ that was in them, did sig- 
nify, when it testified beforehand of the 
sufferings of Christ.’ 1 Pet. i. 11—Nor are 
they ever the more revealed to the blind 
and dark mind, because they are written. 


‘The mysteries of regeneration are as puz- | 


zling to natural wit and earthly wisdom, 
as before. Therefore well said Epiphan- | 
jus: ‘Only to the children of the Holy | 
Ghost gil the holy scriptures are plain 


and easy.’ Men’s going to hammer out 
principles, without this infallible guide 
and rule, hath been the cause of that great 
confusion that is over mankind about re- 
ligion to this very day. 

“ 06). But how else could you have 
known these prophectes to be true, for 
that is not matter of witnessing, but tore- 
telling ? 

“ Answ. That is an extraordinary rev- 
elation, not falling within the ordinary 
discoveries that are absolutely necessary 
to man’s salvation, by which God shows 
_ his power and faithfulness, that he is God, 
| and can foretell, and will bring to pass. 
| But must there be therefore an extraor- 
dinary light or spirit, and not rather an 
extraordinary sight and sense from one 
andthesamelightandspiritinthem? Be- 
| sides, that which gives me to believe and 

savour it to be from the spirit, and not by 
| imposture, is my rule for believing it. 
| Now, that the spirit so doth, both Calvin 

_and Beza, as before cited, assert for me, 
viz. ‘The same spirit that spake by the 
| mouth of the prophets, must pierce into 
, our hearts, to persuade us that they faith- 
fully declared that which was committed 
to them of God.’ 
| 0dj. But this light you speak of, could 
_ not tell you which way sin came into the 

_ world; that there was an Adam and Eve; 
that they fell after that manner, and that 
sin so entered the world ; that Christ was 
born of a virgin, suffered death, and rose 
again ; that you ought not to swear in any 
case; &c, if the scriptures had not told 
you so. 

“ Answ. That is boldly said. But con- 
sider well. Moses, says the vulgar opin- 
ion, had that account of the creation, above 
two thousand years after it, by revelation 
which we find in Genesis. Now that 
there could be no revelation without this 
Divine light or spirit, which is the life of 
the eternal, creating Word, must needs be 


granted ; for, saith the apostle Paul, ‘the 
Spirit of God only knoweth the things of 
God ;’ (1 Cor. ii. 10, 11.) and ‘ whatever 
makes manifest is light.” (Eph. v. 13.) 
And that the spirit and light are one, 
, though two names, has been sufficiently 


| evidenced already. If then it was this 


light of the eternal Word, that delivered 
those past things to Moses, and gave tht 
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prospect of future things to the prophets, 
as no doubt it was, if the scripture be cred- 
ible, then to say, the light or spirit could 
not do it, is blasphemous as well as absurd. 
Again, to argue, because the light does 
not reveal every circumstance of history 
- to each individual, that hath already an 
account thereof, that therefore it could 
not, is unreasonable. Were the history 
of the transactions of Christ and his fol- 
lowers wanting, as before Moses wasthat 
of Adam and his posterity, and that the 
Lord saw it needful to acquaint mankind 
therewith, no doubt but the light and spir- 
it which revealed the account of the cre- 
ation, above two thousand years after, to 
Moses, and foretold several hundred years 
many of those transactions of Christ by the | 
prophets, would also have supplied that | 
want. But inasmuch as an account is ex- | 
tant, and therefore not needed, that ob- | 
jection is vain.” 


OUR SPIRITUALADVERSARIES | 


«“ A third name, he is called the Ser- 
frent, and in Isa. 1. 27. he is called ‘ Le- | 
viathan, that crooked Serpent.’ Now he 


belly, and eats the dust of the earth. 
“Obj. But what! are we Serpents 
then? and do we eat of the dust of the 
earth, according tothe Serpent’s curse? | 
“Answ. Yes. This serpent is the flesh, 
which first came to the woman and 
tempted her ; for Eve I take to be meant | 
of the sensitive, fleshly, and inferior part ; 
and Adam to be the rational, the supe- | 
rior, and the higher part of man, viz. the | 
reasonable soul; now this serpent, the 
flesh, or this carnal part, doth not first 
and immediately set upon Adam; for 
Adam, or the rational man, might have 
reasoned it out with him, as being the 
stronger: but he first sets upon weak 
Eve; the woman being the weaker and 
sooner overcome; he arrests first the 
sensitive part, because that is next unto 
the flesh, and very little differing from | 
the flesh: and then at last by degrees he | 
comes to Adam, and that by Eve; the | 
womanish or weaker part of man; and | 
so by that means the sensitive prevailed 


over the rational, Eve over Adam, and 
the woman over the man. 

“ Obj. Yea, but sir, by your favour, we 
do not lick and Jive upon the dust, as do 
serpents; that-is the serpent’s curse, 
and belongs not to us. 

“ Answ. But we do, and that accord- 
ing to the letter, and that serpent is in 
us; and that curse is fulfilled in us, tor all 
that ever we see, smell, touch, taste, 
hear, all is but the dust of the earth; for 
this serpent licks dust; and Jives by dust, 
and all our senses are fed with dust ; for 
if we see beauty, we see beautiful dust, 
if we touch gold, it is but thick clay (as 
the prophet calls it) thick dust; if we 
smell any thing, they are but vapours 
from the earth; if we taste any thing it 
comes from the earth, and to the earth it 
returns ; if we hear any thing that pleas- 
eth the ears, it is but air contracted into 
a sound, and caused by the earth; all 
that we account of, and esteem, all that 
we relish and delight in, all is but the 
dust of the earth. Beloved! methinks if 
it be so, as most certainly it is, then what 
a pitiful creature manis? And methinks 
these things should make a man abhor 


| himself; we see how naturally men ab- 
is called the Serpent from that curse, | 
Gen. iii. 14. because he goes upon his | 


hor serpents, because they are made of 
so contrary a nature and disposition to 
men. And if this ONE serpent, be so 
loathsome and terrible, unarmed, what is 
he, when he is armed ? 

“And his armour is his subtility, that 
is his wisdom. And that you will think 
strange, our Saviour saith, be wise as ser- 
frents. But wherein consists his wisdom ? 
It consists in this; that whensoever this 
serpent sees himself assaulted, and like 
to be overcome, that he will do all he 
can to defend his head, to keep that safe 
For life is in the head, it is certain, ye 
may wound him in the tail, and he will 
recover that well enough: For ye cannot 
kill the serpent but inhis head. As for 
example: Jet a man come into a garden 
overrun with weeds; and to destroy 
these, he shall go and cut off the tops of 
them; we know that this hath not killed 
the weeds; for the roots are there still, 
and will spring again. So for a man to 
cut off this particular sin, and th-t par- 
ticular sin, and not to pull up sin by the 
roots, it isnever the near; after awhile 
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they grow the ranker and the stronger. 
If we would destroy sin, we must strike 
at the root of sin, at the life, at the head; 
for that is it, that was promised, Gen. iii. 
16, ‘Thou shalt bruise his heel, but he | 
shall break thine head.’ If at any time 
we ministers go about to reprove you for 
your sins, you can endure us well enough, 
so long as we cut off but the laps of your | 
garments. And you can be well con- | 
tented to hear us, yea and to reform and 
obey our doctrine, as Herod did John | 
Baptist’s in many things; but if once we 
come to meddle with the root, with the 
life of sin, then you will strive, then you 
wrestle and fight too, to save that, and 
you will never fight in earnest till then, 
and then tobe sure you will fight. Oh! | 
by all means you must save the head: | 
Save the life of your sins, and the blood | 
of your lusts. | 
“ A fourth name is Lucifer; you know 
the place, Isa. xiv. 12. 15. ‘ How art thou | 
fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer! Son of , 
the Morning! How art thou cut down 
to the ground, which cidst weaken the > 
nation ? for thou hast said in thine heart, 


i 


I will ascend into heaven. I will exalt my | 


throne above the stars of God, I will be 
like the Most High: Yet thou shalt be 
brought down to hell, to the sides of the 
pit,’ &c. 

“ Now it may be, you will say unto me; 
nay, sir, you have made us bad enough 
already, do not make us Lucifers, the 
Prince of Devils: who are they, or where 
are they, that will offer at such high pre- 
sumption, to aim at God’s seat, or to ex- 
alt themselves above the stars of God, or 
to be like unto God ? 

“TI answer: This Lucifer is spiritual 
pride, when the heart prides itself in its 
own excellencies, viz. such thoughts as 
these: see, see, what an excellent crea- 
ture manis made, ‘but little lower than 
the angels ?? O what a regard God hath 
unto man? ‘He hath crowned him with 
glory and honour,’ Ps. viii. 5. ‘He hath 
given him dominion over all the works of | 
his hands, and hath put all things under 
his feet,’ Ps. viii. 6. Hath not he made 

the earth to bear me, and the sun to 


excellent graces have I! How have I 
excelled other men? I have made a fair 
and long progress in religion, I am able to 
discourse any point therein, &c Oh! 
brethren! brethren! what shall I say? 
I never wonder that Cain was seduced 
by hatred and envy, and Lamech over- 
come by lust, Absalom to fall by ambi- 
tion, and Abiram by murmuring, Judas 
by covetousness, the rich man by glut- 
tony, and that Simon Magus, Ananias and 
Sapphira were overcome by covetous- 
ness, and the like. But here isthe mise- 
ry of all miseries, and the height of all 
aggravations for a man togotohell by his 
religion and profession of the truth, for 
a man to go tohell by hearing of sermons, 
by receiving the communion, by praying, 
by preaching, by abstinence, to go to heil 
by overcoming of vice, by resisting of sin, 
by giving of aims, &c. to bless themselves 
and say: ‘I thank God, I am not thus, 
and thus,’ as the Pharisee saith, ‘ ] am not 
as other men, nor as the Publican’; Luke 
18.11. Ido not as other men do, I do 
not swear.assuch aman, I do not blas- 


_ pheme and lie, and be drunk as such and 


such; I goto church twice a Sabbath, I 
attend diligently, I read and repeat the 
Word in my family, 1 pray twice a day ; 


nay not only so, but I keep a strict watch 


shine upon me? The moon and stars to 
do homage and service to me, and all | 


creatures tofeed and clothe me. O what | 


over my heart and tongue; I have over- 
come swearing and filthy speaking, lying 
and covetousness: All these have I kill- 
ed, my life is unspotted, no man can say 
black ismy eye. But may it not be said’ 
of thee, as it was once concerning Alex- 
ander? That when he came to besiege 
and take a city; the enemy standing up- 
on a high steep mountain or bulwark, on 
which stood elephants, so that they were 
in such a strait, they knew not what to 
do; for if they killed, they should kill 
more of theirown army than of their 
enemies; for if they killed the elephants 
that stood in the front, their heavy bodies 
would tumble down upon them and kill 
them, as Sampson, he could not kill his 
enemies, but he must kill himself. So 
say I,I fear that in killing of sin, sin hath 
killed thee. Are not only all thy sins and 
violent dealing fallen upon thy own pate, 
but also all thy good deeds are fallen up- 
on thy own head? And hath not all the 
labour and pains, that thou hast taken in 
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religion, wounded and killed thine own 
soul. 

“ And for all this potent strength that 
(you see) this Lucifer hath, yet he hath 
gotten armour on besides, and his ar- 
mour is innocency; and the more of this 
he hath, the more strong and the better 
armed is he, mark it well; I say, the 
more innocency and unspottedness this 
Lucifer hath, so much the more strong 
3s he against God; and therefore he is 
the more potent, the more terrible against 
our poor weak souls; and if he dare op- 
pose the Almighty, sure he laughs to 
scorn all the strength thou canst make; 
but as David saith, Ps. 119. 67,71. ‘It was 


good for me that I was afflicted; for be- | 
fore I was afflicted, I went astray; but | 
now I have respect to all thy command- | 
ments,’ so may I boldly say, it were good | 
for thee to fall, nay it were better for | 
thee, that God would let thee fall than | 


stand, that thou mayest come to see thy | 


--= 


RELIGION IN SOUTH AMERICA. 


“When it is considered that the 
churches in South America were princi- 
pally built for the conversion of the In- 
dians to the Christian faith, it is melan- 
choly to think that the priests should 
have attempted, by the pomp of their 
temples, and by the mummery of can- 
dles, and pictures, and images, to have 
done what by reason, and kindness, and 
humility, would surely have been better 
performed. But their secret object was 
to extort money; and it is always easier 
to attract a crowd of people by bad pas- 
sions than by good, they therefore made 
their temples as attractive as possible, 


_and men were called to see and to admire, 


instead of to listen and to reflect. 

“The power of the priests and monks 
has changed very much since the revo- 
lution. At Buenos Ayres most of the con- 
vents have been suppressed, and the gen- 


own pride and glory laid in the dust, and | eral wish of almost all parties is to sup» 
that thou be made to see, not what a | press the remainder. Occasionally, an 
strong and excellent creature thou art, | old mendicant friar is seen, dressed in 
but what a vile and sinful, and what a. grey sackcloth, and covered with dirt ; 


weak and vain creature thou art; that so 


but as he walks through the street, look- 


thou mayest say: It was good for me | ing on the ground, his emaciated cheek 
(and I find it so by experience.) Oh! it , and sunken eye, show that his power is 
is good for me that I sinned, and that I | crushed, and his influence gone. The 
fell; for before 1 sinned, I went astray. | churches have lost their plate, the can- 
Oh! say, and say it feelingly too, 1 had dles are yellow, the pictures are bad, and 


like to have gone to hell by all my good 
actions, by my pride in them, and high 
thoughts of myself. I was even at the 
very pit’s brink, and had this never been 
disclosed to me, I had tumbled in head 


long, without any redemption, into the 
very nethermost hell. 


“Oh! beloved! Humility is the top of 
all graces; alithe rest are nothing, if we 
have not that with them. Beloved! ex- 
amine yourselves, try and see whether 
these things be in you or not ; and if they 
be, if you find them so, I teli you, you 
will never look so much, to find any with- 
out yourselves, (as hitherto ye have done) 
as within you.”—[ Everard. 


| 


' 


| 


“Humility of mind is neither arrived | 
gt, retained, or increased, by comparing 


Surselves with others.” 


the images are dressed in coarse English 
cotton. On great days, the ladies of Bue- 
nos Ayres, dressed in their best clothes, 
are seen going to church, followed by a 


| black child, in yellow or green livery, 
| who carries in his arms an English 


hearth-rug, always of the most brilliant 
colours, on which the lady kneels, with 


, the black child behind her; but gene- 


rally the churches are deserted, and no- 
body is to be seen in them but a decrepid 
old woman or two, whispering into the 
chinks of the confessional box. The sad 
consequence of all this is, that at Buenos 
Ayres there is very little religion at all. 
At Mendoza there are several people who 


| wish to put down the priests; still, how- 


ever, they have evidently considerable 
power. 


“Once a year the men and women are 
called upon to live nine days ina sort of 


| barrack, which, as a great favour, I wae 
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allowed to visit. It is filled with little 
cells, and the men and women, at different 
times, are literally shut up in these holes, 
to fast and whipthemselves. I asked sev- 
eral people seriously whether this punish- 
ment was dona fide performed, and they 
assured me that most of them whipped 
themselves till they brought blood. One 
day, I wastalking very earnestly to a per- 
son at Mendoza, at the hotel, when a poor 
looking monk arrived with a little image 
surrounded with flowers: this image my 
friend was obliged to kiss, and the monk 
then took it to every individual in the hotel 
—to the landlord, his servants, and even 
to the black cook, who all kissed it, and 
then of course paid for the honour. The 
cook gave the monk two eggs. 

“The priests of Mendoza lead a disso- 
lute life ; most of them have families, and 
several live openly with their children. 
Their principal amusement, however, 
odd as it may sound, is cockfighting every 
Thursday and Sunday. I was riding one 
Sunday when I first discovered their are- 
na, and got off my horse to look at it. It 
was crowded with priests, who had each 
a fighting-cock under his arm ; and it was 
surprising to see how earnest and yet how 
long they were in making their bets. I 
stayed there morethan an hour, during 
which time the cocks were often upon the 
point of fighting, but the bet was not set- 
tled. Besides the priests, there were a 
number of little dirty boys, and one pretty 
looking girl present. While they were 
arranging their bets, the boys began to 
play, sothe judge instantly ordered all 
those who had no cocks to go out of the 
arena; upon which the poor girl and all 
the little boys were immediately turned 
out. 

“1 soon got tired of the scene ; but be- 
fore I left them, I could not help thinking 
what an odd sight it was, and how justly 
shocked people in England would be to 
seealarge body of clergymen fighting 
cocks upona Sunday. 

“ During the short time I was at Santi- 
ago, I was constantly occupied in gaining 
information, without which I could not 
have commenced my inspection of the 
mines ; and as many unforseen difficulties 
were impeding my progress, and occupy- 
ing my attentiop, I had neither time nor 


inclination to enter into any sort of society, 
or to see any more of Santiago than what 
chanced to be going on in the streets. 

“ The town is full of priests—the peo- 
ple are consequently indolent and immor- 
al; and I certainly never saw more sad 
examples of the effects of bad education, 
or a state of society more deplorable. 
The streets are crowded with a set of la- 
zy, indolent, bloated monks and priests, 
with their heads shaved in different ways, 
wearing enormous flat hats,and dressed, 
some in white serge cowls and gowns, and 
others in black. The men all touch their 
hats to these drones, who are also to be 
seen in the houses, leaning over the backs 
of their chairs, and talking to women who 
are evidently the most abandoned class of 
society. ‘The number of people of this 
description at Santiago is quite extraordi- 
nary. The lower rooms of the most rep- 
utable houses are invariably let to them, 
and it is really shocking beyond descrip- 
tion to see them sitting at their doors, with 
acandle in the back part ofthe room burn- 
ing before sacred pictures and images. 

“The power of the priests has dimin- 
ished very much since the Revolution. 
They arenot respected; they have almost 
all families, and lead most disreputable 
lives. Still the hold they have upon so- 
ciety is quite surprismg. The common 
people laugh at their immorality, yet 
they go to them for images and pictures, 
and they send their wives and daughters 
to confess tothem. Three times a day 
the people in the streets take off their hats, 
or fall down ontheir knees. Every quar- 
ter of an hour during the night, the watch- 
man of each street sings as loud as he is 
able a prayer of ‘ Ave Maria purissima,” 
and then chants the hour and description 
of the night. 

“ During the day one constantly meets 
acalash drawn by two mules, driven by a 
dirty boy in a poncho, and followed by a 
line of inhabitants with their hats off, each 
carrying a lighted candle in a lantern: 
every individual in the streets kneels, and 
those who have windows towards the 
streets, (who are generally the females } 
have described) are obliged to appear 
with a lighted candle. In the inside of the 
carriage sits a priest, with his hands up- 
lifted and clasped. In this system of de- 
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A PATHWAY OPENED. 


pravity the great sinner pardons the little 
one. Sins are put into one scale and mo- 
ney intothe other, and intent upon the 
balance, both parties forget the beauty 
and simplicity of the religion which they 
nominally profess.”—[Head’s Journeys. 


“A plain pathway ofiened to the simple- 
hearted, for the answering all doubts 
and objections which do arise in them 
against the Light and Truth in the in- 
ward farts; by which many are kept 

rom obedience, and so from freace to 
their panting souls —By S. CRIsp. 


“FRiENDS AND PEopLE—I have had 

a deep exercise upon my spirit, concern- 
ing many who are come to feel some- 
thing stirring and moving in their hearts, 
(that is good,) to bring them into a serious 
consideration of their course of life, and 
the inward state of their immortal souls. 
And when you have sometimes begun to 
turn your minds to this good thing that 
stirred in you, then have many doubts 
and objections arisen in you, lest you 
should be misled, deceived or deluded. 
And lest this thing that inwardly strives 
with you, should lead you into the erro- 
eous way of the Quakers, (as the world’s 
teachers call it,) for they speak and write 
of, and bear a constant testimony to some- 
thing that is in man, that calls upon him 
to repent and turn to the Lord; and un- 
der this very notion, that ye have heard 
evil, and thought evil of that people; by 
the same rule you cre apt to think evil of 
that which works in your own bosom, to 
lead you out of sin and iniquity; and so 
ye are tempted to slight it, and to get 
some slight name for it, to call it by, 
which antichrist’s ministers have many 
to afford you; as to call it a natural light; 
a common gift of the Spirit, but not a 
saving gift; conviction of a natural con- 
science; a legal work; yea, and many 
call it the devii’s work, to disturb the 
soul of its peace; and some a diabolical 
light, &c. And thus when thou art brought 
to slight that good principle, (that strives 
with thee,) under some such name, thou 
gettest ease again for a little while, and 
takest liberty to act arainst it, and to do 
and say that which this principle doth in 


and breaks thy peace, and brings trouble 
and anguish upon thy soul. And then up 
comes many doubts on the one hand, and 
doubts on the other hand, and thy poor 
soul is beset and encompassed with doubts 
and fears, and jealousies. Sometimes 
thou fearest thou withstandest the Truth 
to thy own destruction, and sometimes 
fearest again it is a delusion, and thou 
shalt be deceived. And besides thou 
findest many learned men, and worldly 
wise men, that tell thee that there is no- 
thing good in thee. And here thou art 
in a great strait, and labourest under 
many sorrowful thoughts, and many 
doubtful disputations arise in thy mind; 
the flesh now strongly warreth against 
that which comes to disturb it, and the 
Spirit strongly warreth against that which 
resists and rebels against it: and these 
two are contrary, and these contrary 
things are both in thee, and thou poor 
creature must feel the struggling of them 
both: and by reason of thy darkness, and 
doubts, and fears, thou scarce knowest, 
(or at least with certainty,) which is right. 
Now in this state and condition, how ac- 
ceptable would a messenger be, one of a 
thousand, to show unto such a one that 
which might deliver his soul from going 
down into the pit, and save his life from 
the destroyer? (Job, xxxiii. 23.) And 
truly very many are in this straitened 
state in these days; for whose sakes I 
am drawn into a deep exercise many 
times, by day and by night ; and my cry 
to God is, that his glorious power may 
more and more arise to open these doors 
that are shut and folded upon many such, 
and to bring forth the imprisoned spirits 
out of the prison-house, and out of the 
bondage of this spiritual Egypt, where 
our Lord was, and is crucified spiritually ; 
and that he may expel the clouds of dark- 
ness, in which the fears and doubts, and 
questionings arise ; and that he may make 
aclear way in all such, for his light to 
break forth out of obscurity, in which the 
answer to those doubts and questions doth 
arise. 

“And by that same spirit that labours 
with you,am I moved to send this forth 
unto you all, as a word of exhortation and 
counsel, in the name and fear of the Lord 


secret condemn; and then it riseth again, 


God, by which as many as do rightly re- 
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ceive it, and make a true use and proof 
of it, shall find help and benefit ; and shall 
know the mouth of the questioner stop- 
ped, and the answer of peace witnessed 
to their immortal souls, in the Lord’s due 
time. And therefore consider this, that 
every good and perfect gift cometh from 
above, from the Father of Lights and Spi- 
rits, who would not the death of a sinner. 
but rather that he should turn and live, 
And therefore hath he, out of his infinite 
love, and tender mercies to the sons of 
men, prepared a way to draw nigh unto 
them, even while they are in their sins, 
which he doth not but through Jesus 
Christ, the mediator of the new covenant, 
whom he hath freely given to be a light 
unto the dark world; and that he should 
enlighten every one that cometh into the 
world, (John i. 9,) of which number thou 
art one, whoever thou art, and art en- 
lightened by Christ, though thou he yet 
darkness in thyself, as the Ephesians once 
were ; yet the light shineth in thy dark- 
ness, or else there would not be twocon- 
trary natures and seeds found working in 
thee as there are; and this light where- 
with thou art enlightened, is the life of 
Jesus, (John i. 4.) which he hath given a 
ransom for man. And that was not natu- 
ral, as some foolishly imagine ; for if it 
were natural, it could not be a ransom for 
man out of sin; for the sin to be natural, 
and that which reproves it natural, is con- 
trary to the apostle, who said, they two 
that warredin the creature were con- 
trary ; and called the one flesh, or natu- 
ral; and the other spirit, or spiritual ; 
and Christ Jesuscalled that which should 
reprove the world of sin, the Spirit of 


‘Truth; and antichrist and his ministers | 


call it, a natural insufficient light, &c. 
But know this, thou that art inquiring; 
that that in thee which doth make mani- 
fest things to thee that are reproveable, 


that is the light wherewith Christ Jesus | 
hath enlightened thee withal, as the apos- | 


tle of Christ said in his epistle to the 
Ephesians, chap. v. ver. 13, 14. And that 
principle which leads thee to do or say 
such things as thou art secretly reproved | 
for in thine own conscience, that is the 
darkness, and the enemy of thy soul’s | 
peace, which, who walks in, doth not | 
Know whither he goeth; for this doth | 


minister a peace and pleasure to thee, 
and a delight to thy carnal mind fora 
season; yet the other, to wit, the light, 
the reprover hath power to take away 
peace from thee again, and to judge thee, 
and to make that which was sweet to 
thee to become bitter; and neither the 
darkness, nor lust, nor vanity of thy mind, 
can deliver thee from this stroke.” 


From the Compiler and Telegraph. 
A CALL TO ACTION. 


— 


“ Messrs. Editors-—I have no charity 
for those men who are always talking of 
| the evils of intemperance, yet still keep 
on drinking. They remind me of a cer- 
tain class of men who are never religious 
except when they are drunk. It is time 
| for the Christian Church to leave off 
| talking about the fearful cloud that hangs 
| over us, and begin to act. The world 
| looks to them for an example, and the 
| professor can no longer send his jug to the 
| Grocer, unnoticed. The confirmed drunk- 
| ard has heard that Christians are talk- 
| ing, and he is on the watch for some oc- 
| casion to say, ‘there goes the Christian’s 
| jug’ This will never do—The profess- 
| ing Christian must either abandon the 

use of ardent — altogether, or go over 
to the side of the drunkard. Go toa re- 
spectable grocer, and ask him to cease to 
sell ardent spirits—‘O Sir,’ says he, ‘1 
shall lose all my customers if I do that. 
What will this and that professor do? 
How can they relish their dinners with- 
out their accustomed glass of brandy ? 
And my friend the clergyman, wants his 
| jug filled occasionally. It would be a 
\ hard case, indeed, if I could not be allow- 
' ed to sell a little of the ardent tomy min- 
|| ister. 
| “Now I hope no professor of religion 
| will ever open his mouth again upon this 
} subject, until he leaves off drinking. Let 
, him never again mourn over the desola- 
| tions of his country, and wonder that 
| something cannot be done, while his closet 
| is stored with decanters and demijohns of 


_ intoxicating liquors. Satan cannot cast 
|| out Satan. 


“Can there net be found twelve gro- 


| cers in this city, who will discontinue the 
sale of ardent spirits? And can thete 
not be found here twelve hundred men, 
who will patronize them on that account ? 
Twelve hundred men, who will with- 
draw their custom from those grocers 
who sell intoxicating liquers, and bestow 
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it upon those who do.ot? Twelve hun- | 
dred men, who will leave off drinking | 
themselves, and set an example worthy | 
to be followed ? | 
“Would not a resolve be adopted by 
every church in this city, that the mem- 
bers would cease to use intoxicating li- 
quor, and cease also to keep it in their 
houses? Let the experiment be made. 
Messrs. Editors, I confess I am tired of 
so much talk upon this subject, and I 
hope the Christian world, at least, will 
now begin to act. as 


“ Three faults of nurses.—1. To lisp in 
a baby style, when the words in an en- 
dearing tone would please as well: and 
the reverse should be; the voice clear, 
emphatic, each syllable articulated for 
imitation. 2. To tell them of witches, 
ghosts, and goblins coming down the chim- 
ney, if they cry : whereas children should 
be taught that, if they behave well, no- 
thing can harm them ; such superstitions, 
impressed upon young minds, are rarely 
otten rid of. 3. To direct a child to act 
like aman: whereas it is not often becom- 
ing for a little boy to ape the man, but only 
to conform his demeanour to his age : ev- 
ery age has its peculiar decorousness.” 


THE COMMON LOT. 
BY MONTGOMERY. 


Once, in the flight of ages past, 

There liv’d a man; and who was he ? 

Mortal! howe’er thy lot be cast, 
That man resembles thee. 


Unknown the regions of his birth, 

The land in which he died unknown; 

His name has perish’d from the earth ; 
‘This truth survives alone : 


That joy, and grief, and hope, and fear, 

Alternate triumphed in his breast ; 

His bliss and woe,—a smile, a tear ; 
Oblivion hides the rest. 


The bounding pulse, the languid limb, 

The changing spirits rise and fall ; 

We know that these were felt by him, 
For they are felt by all. 


He suffered, but his pangs are o’er, 
Enjoy’d, but his delights are fled: 
Had friends; his friends are now no 
more ; 
And foes; his foes are dead. | 


He lov’d: but whom he lov’d, the grave 

Hath lost in its unconscious womb : 

O! she was fair! but nought could save 
Her beauty from the tomb. 


The rolling seasons, day and night, 
Sun, moon, and stars, the earth and main” 
Ere-while his portion, life, and light, 

To him exist in vain. 


He saw whatever thou hast seen, 

Encounter’d all that troubles thee ; 

He was—whatever thou hast been ; 
He is—what thou shalt be. 


The clouds and sun-beams, o’er his eye, 
That once their shades and glory threw, 
Have left in yonder silent sky, 

No vestige where they flew. 


The annals of the human race, 
Their ruins, since the world began, 
Ot him afford no other trace 

Than this,—THt RE LIV’D A MAN! 


J Subscribers will oblige us by pay- 
ing up their arrearages, without delay. 


AGENTS FOR THE BEREAN 


Wi_mincton—Benjamin Webb, Genet- 
al Agent. 

BaLtimore, Md. Benjamin Lundy, edi- 
tor of the “Genius of Universal Eman- 
cipation,”? No 12, Light street. 

Darsy, Pa.—John H. Andrews. 

CuHEstrER, Pa—Hdward Darlington, esq. 

Lonpon-GRove, Pa.— William Chandler. 

CANTWELL’s BRIDGE, Del—David Wil- 
son. 

Smyrwa, Del.—Jacob Pennington, P.M. 

New-Brunswick, N.J.—Rodert Bass. 

WaAYNESVILLE, O.—.Noah Haines, P.M 

RicHMOND, Ind.—Rodert Morrison,P.M. 

Woopsury, N.J.—Josenh Saunders 


| Satem, N. J.—John Mason. 


Wricustown, N.J.—John Pancoast. 


| BEAVERDAM, Va.—T. S. Pleasants, P.M. 


SwEEDsBoROUGH, N.J.—Josefth Ogden. 
Ohio.--- Rob. Way. 
ALEXANDRIA, D. C.—Wm. Stadler. 


Numbers from the commencement of 
the work can be furnished to future sub- 
scribers.—Remittances made only to B. 
Webb, orthe Editor. Subscriptions not 
received for less than six months: and 
if continued any longer, not less than a 
vear. Letters must be post-paid. 


PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER TUESDAY, AT $2 PER ANNUM HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE 


| 
| 
| 


